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VIR Viafarini-in-residence

Viafarini, under its reputation and the notoriety of its exhibition space, launches Viafarini-in-residence, first residency program for artists and curators in Milan.

VIR will allow emerging artists and curators to come to Milan for research purposes, staying for three months on average, in one of the apartments made available by the association. 
The residence is organized by Viafarini, renowned contemporary art organization running an exhibition space with educational activities, as well documentation services such as a Library, a Portfolio Archive and a database about opportunities, all available to artists and curators in residence within the VIR program.

Besides the apartment, artists will further have the opportunity to use one of the studios gained from the current exhibition space in via Farini 35. In these workshops they will be put in the position to develop their works within an adequate space attended by art professionals—invited by terms of a series of organized studio visits—, and thus to establish opportunities of exchange and debate. A facilitator will be helpful in obtaining the maximum achievements from the stay in Milan.
During the VIR Open Day at the end of the residency, also the public will be invited to visit the artists’ studios. Taking major international studio programs as a model (such as the “Open Atelier” at the Rijksakademie in Amsterdam) the traditional concept of exhibition–which opens with an event and then occupies the space for a longer period–is reversed.

Curators will have access to a large range of documentation and databases, such as www.italianarea.it, useful for the comprehension of the Italian art scene; further, they will have assistance by the Viafarini staff in establishing a first contact with its actors.

The structure

In 2008 Viafarini’s exhibition and documentation activities were moved to a new venue at Fabbrica del Vapore; the premises in via Farini 35 will be turned into two artists’ studios at ground floor level and four apartments for artists and curators on the first floor. Each apartment is a 30-square-metre self-contained unit, consisting of two furnished rooms. Artists-in-residence will be able to use also one studio for the duration of their residency.

Partner and agreements

The project is realized with the contribution and the collaboration of PARC Direzione generale per la qualità e la tutela del paesaggio, l’architettura e l’arte contemporanee and of ACACIA Associazione Amici Arte Contemporanea Italiana,

The program will be supported by means of a series of fellowships named after their sponsors. The first fellowships in 2008 were issued by Gemmo spa (awarded to Alberto Tadiello for February and March) and by ACACIA and PARC, awarded respectively to Benjamin Greber and Ulrich Vogl for the period from mid April to mid July. Each fellowship can be characterized by the sponsor’s aims, and is promoted both by Viafarini and its sponsor. According to the amount assessed, the sponsor will support the stay of one or more artists/curators in Milan, for one or more months. The cost for the use of one apartment and one studio within the program is 3.000 Euro per month (valid for the year 2008).

This amount pays the lease for one apartment and one working studio, covering the costs of house insurance, heating, electricity, gas and maintenance. Further it pays for management of the residency, assistance by a facilitator, and organization of studio visits by appointment by art professionals and the VIR Open Day final event.

Currently there is an ongoing agreement with the Australia Council for the Arts, which since 1996 reserves an apartment to Australian artists in Milan.

Selection procedure

The program is open for application by foreign and Italian artists and curators. Further, a selected group of international artists, curators and collectors will function as nominators of young artists to be solicited to apply to the program.

The selection of the participants and the award of the fellowship will be carried out by the Viafarini board with the collaboration of one representative of the fellowship’s sponsor.

Assumptions

Viafarini, since ever a center for experimentation, addresses its activities in the first place to artists and critics, whom it offers materials, places and initiatives stemming from the concept of art as creation of situations, projects, transactions and interactive exchange of ideas.

The aim is to create a platform for contemporary art, offering artists and curators, as well as the city of Milan new opportunities not only for exhibiting but also producing art and culture.

The result will be a structure in which the ar process can be turned inside out, in which the artists can work side-by-side with art professionals and the public, in which concept and production become “public” phases of a project.

Artists and critics, like the public, will benefit of a space-time dedicated to creativity, of a place for exchange of concept and research for contemporary art and culture.
More than ever, art does not only feel the need for visibility. Artists ask not only to exhibit. Processes and ways of conceiving and carrying out of art research are changing and gaining a more and more relevant role. The issues that art decided to approach or to make its own require commitment, time for debate, places for exchange of ideas, assuming that new critic and creative perspectives can open up through dialog.

In this sense, the program intends to support upcoming experiences and attitudes in the fields of art and art criticism, starting from the belief that, only by integrating research with direct contact with artists and their creative processes, it is possible to build up a new critical approach. It therefore offers not only a training opportunity and a space for art experimentation, but also a place in which the public can participate in an art process in all its phases, sharing its motivations, thoughts and results.

In Italy artists residencies are still rare and in many cases unstructured. As a matter of fact in the rest of Europe and in America residencies are not only long-lasting experiences, but are also considered to be fundamental steps in training for art professionals.

Viafarini, with the Australia Council Studio, has been among the first to promote a program to host artists-in-residence in Milan. Now, thanks to its move to the new premises, Viafarini intends to develop this aspect of its activities and to start the first structured residency program in Italy for artists and curators.

It will offer a residency linked to an art organization running a regular schedule of exhibitions and a series of documentation and information services supporting the resident in contacting Italian art institutions and professionals, and to develop specific projects to carry out in Italy. Artists will thus find an ideal situation for conceiving, producing and divulging their works, together with the support of Viafarini, who detains a strategic role in the Milanese art world.

Viafarini-in-residence is also an answer to the current trend to cultural nomadism, to allow foreign artists and curators to get in touch with a set of a geographical, historic and social contexts, an art reality, a system of human and professional relationships which is new and will give a lasting imprinting in their experience. It will enable to develop a mutual exchange between local and international context through the involvement and the dialog with foreign public and private institutions. The residency is a worthy instrument for increasing knowledge and technique, through the encounter with professionals, it is therefore the place for intercultural dialog par excellence.

This is particularly important for a city like Milan, which on one hand offers an efficient network of commercial galleries offering a good overview, but on the other hand lacks in independent institutions for contemporary art. Artists find a fertile ground in terms of stimuli and contacts in the city, and an easily accessible launching pad in the residency program.

VIR Viafarini-in-residence constitutes a long-term project, which focuses on the local potentials to make it visible to an international public and at the same time to draw suggestions and real reciprocal working stimuli. The interaction with the territory is therefore a funding aspect of this project, as it is capable to make synergies with the city’s cultural life come true.

Starting from these assumptions the project constitutes an added value on the territory thanks to the opportunity for exchange with international art systems, as well as a workshop in which cutting-edge researches in art and art criticism converge and develop.
Application

The program is open to visual artists and curators of any nationality. There is no age limit.

Interested artists or curators will have to post an application pack with the filled in form (downloadable from the Viafarini website at www.viafarini.org/residence.html), together with a brief description of the project and documentation of their work:

artists’ portfolio:

- reproductions of the works with complete captions;

- cv and bibliography;

- complete personal data (name and surname, address, e-mail address, date and place of birth);

- artist’s statement and explanations of works where necessary; 

- videos, texts and any other material to facilitate the comprehension of the work.

curators’ portfolio:

- selection of three critical texts and/or exhibition projects with photo documentation if available;

- cv and bibliography;

- complete personal data (name and surname, address, e-mail address, date and place of birth);

The application together with the documentation has to be sent to:

VIR Viafarini-in-residence

via Carlo Farini 35

I - 20159 Milan

Italy

The submitted material will become part of the Viafarini Portfolio Archive and will therefore not be returned if not on demand and on the applicant’s expenses.
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