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About ZaLab association:

ZaLab association has been founded in Rome in 2006, with the mission of producing and distributing social documentaries and participatory video. ZaLab runs participatory video workshops in marginalised areas of the Mediterranean and the Balkans. ZaLab has been running award-winning participatory video workshops in Kerchaou (Tunisia), Biddu (Palestine), Stromboli (Italy), Rome and Barcelona.

Through intensive participatory video workshops in unfavourable and conflictive social context, ZaLab  collects unheard stories and scouts unknown and talented video makers from beyond the wall of digital divide. 

Through the multilayered experience of participatory video wortkshop, which involves creativity, social initiative and intercultural exchange, ZaLab promotes media literacy and social change at the community level.

ZaLab operates www.zalab.tv, a multilingual web-tv whose mission is to showcase web films written and directed by free groups of citizens and communities from different the Mediterranean countries.

ZaLab’s name comes from Za, the art name of Cesare Zavattini, maybe the most famous screenwriter of Italian Neorealism. At the beginning of the ‘60s, Za theorized a new kind of free cinema conceived as a collective creative work. 8mm and super8 cameras, easy and cheap enough to become “as popular as ink and colours,” were supposed to be the technical infrastructure of his revolutionary project.

Four decades later, ZaLab approach is a digital encoding of Za’s thoughts for the globalised world, and ZaLab TV is its internet tool for linking grassroots, participatory media experiences and publish their best stories globally.

Rome, Barcelona, 28th of October 2008.
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