[image: image1.png]paradox bay




What is Paradox Bay?

Founded in 2008 by David Lakein, Paradox Bay is an interdisciplinary artistic platform that initiates and facilitates ongoing dialogue about how artists approach their practice, cultivate collaborations, and engage audiences. Paradox Bay also explores the ways in which these approaches connect with social activism, locally and across the globe. Essential to this dialogue is an appreciation of the diversity of artistic practice and an investigation into improvisational states of mind. Paradox Bay is a dynamic and multifaceted entity, functioning as research laboratory, event organization, learning institute, production and publishing company, and information resource. Our vision is to establish a vibrant international community, interacting both in person and online.



What is a Paradox Bay Gathering?

The Gathering is an invitation to experience and dialogue. Its hybrid form of conference, research lab, and think tank creates a supportive setting for taking risk and going beyond notions of success and failure, for sharing intimate space and entering an individual and collective journey of questioning and experimentation. Artists lead sessions that allow participants to explore the Gathering’s theme through a variety of approaches and lenses—their practice and how it relates to a broader discourse in the arts. Another important component is brainstorming sessions and vision labs about the needs of artists in the 21st Century, how to increase the flow of knowledge and exchange of information, and Paradox Bay’s goals and potential.

The inaugural Paradox Bay Gathering took place last summer at the Ponderosa Artist & Retreat Center in the German countryside, just outside of Berlin. GATHERING 2008 | PERFECT PARADOX brought together a group of international artists whose work varied from performance to light-design to video. Through workshops, lectures, presentations, and discussions, the group investigated how paradox relates to and influences the creative decision-making process, the engagement and dialogue within cross-disciplinary collaborations, and artwork’s relationship with spectators and witnesses.

What is GATHERING 2009 | SHAKING IT UP?

GATHERING 2009 | SHAKING IT UP will take place in Chicago, IL 

from June 14-21, 2009 (venue TBA).

This year’s Gathering aims to investigate three essential aspects of paradox:

confusion, discomfort, and engagement.

Here are some questions that will inform our dialogue:
• what does it mean to be fully engaged?  
• when does being comfortable become being complacent?
• what are the dangers of inviting intimacy and risking vulnerability?
• when does confusion and discomfort bring about openings of perception and shifts in  

  understanding?

An example of last year's programming, which will be replicated in GATHERING 2009, is the Improvisational States Laboratory. David Lakein facilitates the session each morning, guiding exercises in and explorations into perceiving & moving, writing & mapping, and thinking & dialoguing.  

Find more examples from last year here: http://paradoxbay.org/artisten.html



APPLICATION

The success of Paradox Bay's GATHERING 2009 depends on you! 

Submit a proposal for a session or event—workshop, outing, debate, performance, experiment, lecture, etc—you would like to facilitate or present. The weeklong program will consist of a variety of artist-led sessions that address this year's theme. We expect 20-30 artists/attendees at GATHERING 2009.


Part I

Name: _____________________________________ Date: ___________________


Address: ____________________________________________________________


City: __________________________ State: ________ Country: ________________


Zip Code: _____________________


Daytime phone: _______________ Evening phone: _______________


Email address: ________________________________________________________


Artistic discipline: ______________________________________________________




How did you hear about Paradox Bay? _____________________________________

Part II


1) Program Proposal 

a) Description of your session/event
    (no more than one page, with any supporting materials, if necessary)
b) How your session/event connects to this year's theme
c) Estimated time slot needed


2) Have you had previous experiences in group research settings/symposiums, or artist  

    residencies? If so, how have they influenced your practice?

3) Describe what you hope to gain from your experience at GATHERING 2009.


Part III


Please submit the following items with your application:

1) CV
2) Artist Statement
3) Portfolio: 3-5 examples of your work
    (photos, audio/video clips, writing samples, etc.)



Submission Guidelines and Deadlines

Application materials should be submitted electronically via email to paradoxbay.chicago@gmail.com. Email attachments should not exceed 5MB total. Use of services such as Yousendit should be used for files larger than 5MB. Links to work online are acceptable.

 * Extended Deadline * 

Applications must be received by 6pm CST on April 22, 2009. If your proposal is accepted, you will be notified via email by May 6, 2009.

If you have any questions, please email paradoxbay.chicago@gmail.com.

Sincerely,
David Lakein & Kelly Chen

