Nieuwe Grond: The Artist as Opinion Leader 

27 to 30 September, Landgoed De Horst, Driebergen

How far does your political engagement go?

A cutting-edge programme of video art, film, installation, lectures and live performance. Young European makers come together at Landgoed De Horst in Driebergen to question and demonstrate their role in the political and social debate. Artists including the Yes Men, Artur Zmijewski, Signa Sørensen, and The Vacuum Cleaner present projects that make a difference. Don’t miss this exceptional and relevant event.
Friday 28 September, including:

Maja Bajevic tries to come to terms with the trauma causes by violence in the country of her birth, the former Yugoslavia. But her work can also switch from grief and mourning into malicious humour. (provisional)

Artur Zmijewski ignites the debate at New Ground on how far art can go. He turns the familiar inside out in his controversial work, which prominently features ill, elderly and physically disabled people, religious fanatics and naked soldiers.
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Saturday 29 September, including:

Signa Sørensen is one of the most interesting makers in the Copenhagen art scene. Her performances dispense with the boundary between performer and audience. The spectator is part of a total experience that can last a night or a few days. Nieuwe Grond takes a look into her world.
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The Yes Men were responsible for a hoax on BBC World linked to the almost forgotten Bhopal disaster. It created far more controversy than BNN’s recent Big Donor Show on Dutch television. They presented the Acceptable Risk Calculator, which weighs profit against human lives. At Nieuwe Grond, they will present the lecture ‘Roping and Branding: Riding the Corporate Bull with the Yes Men’, arguing the value and legitimacy of creating a hoax.
Robin Deacon compares himself to Colin Powell in a unique spoken word performance.

Talk Show with Boukje Schweigman, Eric de Vroedt and others

In Iran, Boukje Schweigman was confronted by the role that art can take in a society. Eric de Vroedt presents an English language version of Mighty Society 2, the monologue of a suicide terrorist.

Sunday 30 September, including

The Vacuum Cleaner, also known as James Leadbitter, literally came from the street. From being a homeless young person, he developed to become a self-taught anti-capitalist art activist. His no-budget art and actions targeted at organisations like Wall Mart, combined with his hilarious and energetic presentation, is inspiring and refreshing.

More information:

www.nieuwegrond.com
Nieuwe Grond

Landgoed De Horst, Driebergen

27 to 30 September 2007

