CULT.BG Foundation

  a brief presentation

CULT.BG Foundation was established by the members of InterSpace Media Art Centre Association with the mission to cover, make publicity for and develop the practices and policies in the area of art and culture. 

Through  initiating change and actively taking part in the landscape's  restructuring and development we strive to set the public focal point we hold for a sine qua non condition for the cultural development of the country. 

Not only do we intend to be an active participant in the ongoing processes, but also to act as a hub for other organizations and individuals,  carrying out all our activities with relevance to the regional and European context. CULT.BG Foundation aims to create a creative and fruitful environment for sharing ideas and experience, setting up partnerships and broadening the debate on cultural policy.

Therefore our aims are:

· taking part in eleboration of cultural policies, arising debate, advocating and lobbying for cultural development

· tracing tendences, mapping practices, discerning and pointing out problems and working out and proposing solutuions in the area of arts and culture

· promotion of contemporary Bulgarian art and culture on the Internet

· strengthening the position of the Bulgarian server for contemporary art and culture as a media, through iformativeness, compact coverage and reflectiveness, presenting multiple standpoints and plurality of viewpoints

· establishing partnerships with similar to CULT.BG Foundation structures operating abroad, joining regional and international networks

· presenting at national and international forums the informatioanl and technological services, software and online solutions to organizations operating in the area of art and culture

CULT.BG Foundation integrates in its platform  the experience and  resources of InterSpace Media Art Centre and the infrastructure and managing expertise developed through the Bulgarian Server for Contemporary Art and Culture CULT. BG. Thus we had the chance to start with an already tested and reliable model of operation and from an already familiar and recognizable public position.

Our activities are in the area of:

· research and development

· consoliation of the NGO sector in arts and culture and networking

· advocacy campaigns

· support for debut projects of young artists

· education and training

Our current projects:

· In search of good practices -  mapping of the cultural sector in Bulgaria. Supported by the Swiss Cultural Programme in Bulgaria Pro Helvetia. In cooperation with InterSpace MAC.

· Initiation and co-presidence of Family of NGOs in the area of arts and culture 

· Advocacy campaing of NGO Family in Arts and Culture for mobilization of municipal resources for art and cultural projects, supported by Open Society Foundation Sofia

· Culture for Structural Development, grassroot research project in the SEE region, aiming at developing a White book with policy recommendations to be presented to the European Commission. Multiplier project in the frameworks of the Berlin Conference “A Soul for Europe”. In partnership with the Berlin Conference Coordination office AltArt Foundation, Cluj and ECUMEST Association, Bucharest.

· Administration and governance of Fund for support of debut projects. Supported by National Culture Fund,  the Swiss Cultural Programme in Bulgaria Pro Helvetia, Goethe Institut Sofia.

· Development and management of artistic projects - training seminars for emerging artists. Supported by Goethe Institut Sofia.

· Cult.bg Server for Arts and Culture

CULT.BG Server for Art and Culture www.cult.bg

CULT.BG is the only portal site and cultural server presenting contemporary arts and culture in Bulgaria. The project started in 2000 with the mission to fill the lack of an active specialized media in the field of art and culture that presents what happens in the cultural scene in Bulgaria and analyzes theongoing processes. The other main goal was its development into a community network where players from different social, and cultural groups can communicate, present ideas, make collaborations and joint tactical activities on widen local and international level. 

Nowadays Cult.bg is the most popular and informative website for contemporary art and culture in Bulgaria. Due to  its open structure, CULT.BG has managed to involve in its content management most of the cultural institutions, art organizations and artists in Bulgaria. 

Currently CULT.BG includes:

Portal site, or the magazine part of the project, which provides access to information and comments about events and projects in the field of visual arts, theater, cinema, music and literature. There are two other categories – Free Style, where all articles about interdisciplinary projects and events take place,and DotCult devoted to net based activities and issues in the field of art and culture. Every category has several sub-sections in order to better reflect the art scene – on one hand posting announcements of upcoming events and on other - publishing reviews of events and projects. Encouraging the active contribution of the users every category contains an on-line form for sending an article. The feedback from the users and the debate on particular issues find its place in  comments option bellow every article.

Bulletin section of CULT.BG provides current and useful information for upcoming competitions, applications for grants and calls for participation in local and international festivals. The Bulletin also provides a weekly program of theaters and cinemas in Sofia as well as hyper-links to websites, presenting art and culture. The Calendar of events informs for up-coming events in Sofia and the country. 

CULT.BG is oriented to a large number of users, devided into two groups: 

Professionals, working in the area of the arts and culture. They present and popularize their activity, receive useful information, make professional contacts and collaborations, study the current development and processes.

The second, larger group - web users interested in arts and culture, who find interesting and useful  information in this area. They also take part in discussions of issues which are provoked by art/culture practitioners. 

CULT.BG in numbers:

604 hosted websites on the server

2000 registered email accounts of the type your_name@cult.bg
600 subscribers to the mailing list art:box

over 1500 hits average attendance on the portal site per day – as the highest days had 1700 hits

40 000 hits overall attendance per day of all hosted websites on CULT.BG server 

approx. 5 000 publications in the portal site

more than 150 regular contributors

